Susquehanna River Basin Commission

(e) Assessment of costs. (1) Whenever a
hearing is conducted, the costs thereof,
as herein defined, shall be assessed by
the presiding officer to the petitioner
or such other party as the hearing offi-
cer deems equitable. For the purposes
of this section, costs include all incre-
mental costs incurred by the Commis-
sion, including, but not limited to,
hearing officer and expert consultants
reasonably necessary in the matter,
stenographic record, rental of the hall
and other related expenses.

(2) Upon the scheduling of a matter
for hearing, the hearing officer shall
furnish to the petitioner a reasonable
estimate of the costs to be incurred
under this section. The project sponsor
may be required to furnish security for
such costs either by cash deposit or by
a surety bond of a corporate surety au-
thorized to do business in a member
state.

(3) A party to an appeal under this
section who desires to proceed in forma
pauperis shall submit an affidavit to
the Commission requesting the same
and showing in detail the assets pos-
sessed by the party, and other informa-
tion indicating the reasons why that
party is unable to pay costs incurred
under this section or to give security
for such costs. The Commission may
grant or refuse the request based upon
the contents of the affidavit or other
factors, such as whether it believes the
appeal or intervention is taken in good
faith.

(f) Findings and report. The hearing
officer shall prepare a report of his/her
findings and recommendations based
on the record of the hearing. The re-
port shall be served by personal service
or certified mail (return receipt re-
quested) upon each party to the hear-
ing or its counsel. Any party may file
objections to the report. Such objec-
tions shall be filed with the Commis-
sion and served on all parties within 20
days after the service of the report. A
brief shall be filed together with objec-
tions. Any replies to the objections
shall be filed and served on all parties
within 10 days of service of the objec-
tions. Prior to its decision on such ob-
jections, the Commission may grant a
request for oral argument upon such
filing.
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(g) Action by the Commission. The
Commission will act upon the findings
and recommendations of the presiding
officer pursuant to law. The determina-
tion of the Commission will be in writ-
ing and shall be filed in Commission
records together with any transcript of
the hearing, report of the hearing offi-
cer, objections thereto, and all plans,
maps, exhibits and other papers,
records or documents relating to the
hearing.

§808.4 Optional joint hearing.

(a) The Commission may order any
two or more public hearings involving
a common or related question of law or
fact to be consolidated for hearing on
any or all of the matters at issue in
such hearings.

(b) Whenever designated by a depart-
ment, agency or instrumentality of a
member jurisdiction, and within any
limitations prescribed by the designa-
tion, a hearing officer designated pur-
suant to §808.2 may also serve as a
hearing officer, examiner or agent pur-
suant to such additional designation
and may conduct joint hearings for the
Commission and for such other depart-
ment, agency or instrumentality. Pur-
suant to the additional designation, a
hearing officer shall cause to be filed
with the department, agency, or in-
strumentality making the designation,
a certified copy of the transcript of the
evidence taken before him/her and, if
requested, of his/her findings and rec-
ommendations. Neither the hearing of-
ficer nor the Susquehanna River Basin
Commission shall have or exercise any
power or duty as a result of such addi-
tional designation to decide the merits
of any matter arising under the sepa-
rate laws of a member jurisdiction
(other than the compact).

Subpart B—Compliance and
Enforcement

§808.10 Scope of subpart.

This subpart shall be applicable
where there is reason to believe that a
person may have violated any provi-
sion of the compact, or the Commis-
sion’s rules, regulations, orders, ap-
provals, docket conditions, or any
other requirements of the Commission.
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